
 
The Arts Society Royal Tunbridge Wells 

 
LONDON WALKING TOUR 

King’s Cross: 

Railways, writers and regeneration 

Guide: Caroline Piper 
 

Thursday, 25th April 2024 
Start time: 11.00 am   Duration: 2 hours Tickets £15 

 

The area around King’s Cross station has changed out of all recognition in the last 10 years – come and 

explore the changes and celebrate the wonderful industrial heritage that has been preserved. Our tour 

starts at Battle Bridge Place, site of a famous Roman battle.  We then head into King’s Cross station with 

its wonderful Victorian train sheds and modern glazed concourse, beloved to all Harry Potter fans as 

home to Platform 9¾. 

 

From the utilitarian King’s Cross railway station, we move to flamboyant St Pancras, fronted by the old 

Midland Hotel, a neo-gothic masterpiece to rival the Houses of Parliament!  We will explore the 

magnificent architecture of the hotel and station, before walking past the monumental British Library 

and the cutting-edge research facility, the Francis Crick institute (the “armadillo” building).  

 

Our walk takes us to a reminder of pre-industrial King’s Cross in a historic church and its spacious 

gardens.  This now peaceful spot was churned up by the 19th century railway builders, but today the 

graveyard provides a reminder of the rural past and curious links to famous writers and architects! 

 

The Victorian railways transformed the King’s Cross area, but recent decades have seen another 

reinvention of similar ambition.  We will explore the heart of the King’s Cross regeneration, which has 

taken a semi-derelict industrial area and turned it into sought after homes, HQs for big corporations and 

universities, elegant squares and interesting parks, all while preserving the heritage of canals, railways, 

coal drops and gas holders.  

 

More information about train times and the meeting point will be provided on booking.  

 
Payment: Payment can be made by BACS (TASRTW, 30-98-77, 00484302) or by cheque (made payable 

to TASRTW). Your booking is only confirmed once payment has been received. Bookings are taken on a 

first come first served basis. Payments are non-refundable. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Booking form – Walking tour, 25th April 2024 – to be posted to Jenny Brennan, Yew Tree Cottage, 

Cousley Wood, Wadhurst TN5 6EY, emailed to jennybrennan@btinternet.com or handed in at a lecture, 

by 18th April. 

 

Name(s) of those attending (please print): 

 

 

1.  ………………………………………………………  2.  ………………………………………………………   

 

Contact details: 

 

Name:  ……………………………………………………….        Email: ………………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone:  …………………………………………………. 

Payment method (please select) BACS / cheque (attached)  

 

 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………… Date……………………………………………… 


